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The inconsistency and incompleteness of PestalozzFs
work, however, is of small import when compared with
its influence upon society and education. The value of
his achievements rests, not in their adequacy or finality,
'                                      ^       J                       J>   tional reform.
but in the fact that they were the germ of all modern
pedagogy and reform. In the eighteenth century caste
ruled through wealth and education, while the masses,
who supported the owners of the land in idleness and
luxury, were sunk in ignorance, poverty, and vice.
The schools for the common people were exceedingly
few, the content of education was largely limited by
ecclesiastical authority, and the methods were tra-
ditional and verbal. Brutal discipline and corporal
punishment accompanied the memoriter methods. The
teachers generally had received little training, and were
selected at random. Often it was only the old soldier,
widow, servant, or workman who gathered the children
for an hour or two on Sundays to learn the rudiments.
Ordinarily the pay was wretched, no lodgings were
provided for the teacher, and he had often to add domes-
tic service to his duties, in order to secure food and
clothing.
In the midst of such conditions appeared this Swiss
reformer and most famous of modern educators, who
never ceased to work for the reformation of society
through education. He saw what education might do
to purify social conditions and to elevate the people,